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Short-Term Rentals: Where We are Now?

* Short-term rentals: stays of less
than 30 days

* We do not currently have a

. short-term rental ordinance @ \\\\ W%)()

Not permitted in any residential
zone

Major Short-Term Rental

Platforms Include:

airbnb - &% Expedia

 Bed and Breakfast use is allowed
but requirements different than

traditional short-term rental ripadvisor




Short-Term Rentals: Where We are Now?

e 250 to 350 short-term rentals are
operating in the City of Vancouver

e Short-term rentals represent 0.4%
of Vancouver’s 83,868 estimated
housing units

* Short-term rentals are increasing
steadily in Vancouver, but still low
relative to larger cities.

 Complaints remain low




Short-Term Rentals: Where We are Now?
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Vancouver STR Market Details

Median Nightly Rate
(USD)

$118

Listing Types Unit Types
[ Single Family Home | Partial Homes
I Multi Family Home |l Entire Homes
[l Unknown Home Type |l Unknown Room Type
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. Letters sent
bruary 2022:
Ic:)it to all owner/operators

h 2022:
bruary to Marc _
gﬁrveys reach appromea;cer
800 community member
rrently engaging in

I%Jtening sessions with the
community |
Provided update to Cj)u:eu
via briefing memo at Ju

City Council Meeting

MEMORANDUM

DATE, June 13, 2092

T0. Eric Holtes, City Manager
cc Chad Eiken, COD Dirgctor
FROM,

Jason Nortz, Developmen; Review Manager, cpp

RE: Update on Short-Term Rentals

This MEMO 15t serve 5 an updote 1o the City ¢ oUncil on the Current short-ter rental markey inthe
City of Vancouver, Sttt Previowly provided on ypeqe Y Council on this syl oo Part of the
Housing Cade Workshog oy September 9, 2097

Bockground on Stapus o g Allowed Use

A short-temm renta (s7g 1, defined as o resientiq) T ERerty or portion of & residurgial Property
froom, guesthouse, by, age  that is vaitable 1o ran, g0 S1ys O fess than 30 days, 1oy includes
pontals aveilable on sites such me Airbab andt VREO, Wiy o fast decad, the Popularity of 5Tgy
has increaseq dramatically o5  subsisere gor for even a preferredt oppi: o) tradttional fodging
ke hotet rooms,

Cutrently, the City's Lang (e d Development Cocie, ypyc Bater 20, does not gigoy, STRs in
residentiol zones exceps g EXpressly authorized ude; e bed-and-breakfast proyion of Vg
20830, A bed-cnd. breakfe Provides an citematiye

sesidential sefing The cypys Lond Use ond Deyslopmeny «

rablidhments 0z Commergiag gng Tramsient Lodgy
homeless shefers whepe 1S G typically fess the, 30
Ped ond breakfast myst e g the hotse and i must g Primary residence. The hogse et also

YIS prior 1o fifing e application for
A .

1= alowed with o congiyioncy use permit
there i only one pemieq

This definition of o bed-and-breakfost esiablishment, which envigions ¢ host in residence

nd the: provision of foog jy SORUOCton with lodging, dosgn

aITangement fhat hes emerged in recent years Gi
owedl in many cities, mog People ar.

Provide specific avthorizgign for short-term rentels excey
in VMC 20,830, Additionally, Wush‘mgnm Staie law o

P.O. Box 1995+ Vancouver, wa, 98668-1995 . 360-487-8000 - 1y, 360-487-8403 « wwwEityofvantouver s






Short-Term Rental Community Survey

Van((]llVEI' Home About AllProjects ContactUs City of Vancouver | QSearch ‘ Signin Register
AN TG —

* 783 community —
members took the
Short-Term Rentals in Vancouver
survey between Feb. 3 "‘.I'

Share your ideas, questions and

comments below.

. -F
I A short-term rental is when you rent your
and March 6, 2022 using | StayIformed
V4 Sty separate guesthouse or Accessory Sian g tojrsceive emal
IS Dwelling Unit (ADU) to individuals for Ypee w:“' o
h . ) -’ less than 30 days. This includes rentals e
B e H e a r d available on sites like Airbnb and VRBO.

t e C I ty S Currently, the City’s Land Use and Email *

Development Code, YMC Chapter 20,

does not allow short-term rentals in

residential zones

L
Vancouver website O ——

Vancouver, and that most of these property owners probably don't know they
are doing so illegally. In February 2022, City began reaching out to owners of
known short-term rentals to advise them of the City's current laws.

Who's Listening
In 2022, the Vancouver City Council will consider making changes to the City

o 8 1 5 /o Of re S O l I d e n t S code related to short-term rentals. Before they take up this issue, the City is
® gathering data and seeking public feedback. Jason Nortz

Development Review
Division Manager

were h omeowners an d Frequently Asked Questions o

+ What is a short-term rental? Phone 360-487-7844

Email jason.nc ofvan

9 . 6 % W e r e r e n t e r S +Does the City of Vancouver allow short-term rentals? e




55.8%

23.6%
19.4%
. 1.2%
Allow with Allow with no Ban short-term | have no
regulations regulations rentals in all preference or

circumstances opinion



In which housing types should STRs be allowed?

Single Accessory Townhomes
Family Dwelling
Homes Units (ADUs)



In which housing types should STRs be allowed?

Mobile or Apartments STRs should not
Manufactured be allowed
Homes anywhere



How important are possible requirements?

m Very important ®Important

Require hosts to collect and pay
lodging taxes

Require hosts to get a business
license

Require hosts to get regulatory
permits

Require hosts to notify neighbors

Require hosts to be onsite
during a short-term rental




How important are possible requirements?

m Very important ®Important

Limit trash or litter

Regulate noise

Require fire and building
safety inspections

Limit parking impacts 376 150

Regulate special events




Short-Term Rental Host Survey

e City staff shared a link to a separate survey with roughly
300 short-term rental hosts via direct mail

* 85 short-term rental How many STRs do you operate?
hosts completed the 79.73%
survey between Feb. 3
and March 6, 2022

* 79.73% of respondents

operate one STR 10.81% o
mm 270% 135% S5H%

1 2 3 4 5 or more



Respondents’ experiences with STRs

42.35%

30.59%

o
18.82% 16.47%

12.94%
I 4.71% I

I rentoutone Irentoutmy Ilrentoutan Irentoutone Irentoutan Other (please
or more rooms entire primary  accessory  Or more rooms entire specify)
in my primary residence dwelling unit in a secondary  secondary

residence (ADU) residence residence




If you couldn’t operate an STR, what would you do?

45.95% 45.95%
27.03%
16.22% 14.86% I
Rent to a long- Invite a friend or  Make the Keep it vacant Sell the property
term tenant  family member property your (maintain
to move in primary ownership as an
residence investment

property)



Conversation Summary: STR Hosts

Held four virtual one-hour conversations with roughly 30
short-term rental hosts

Most hosts lived in Vancouver for at least
five years and owned 1-2 short-term rentals

Hosts appreciate supplemental income for
mortgage payments, retirement, and medical expenses

Guests staying at STRs include families looking for different
accommodations, local people getting work done on their
home, visiting family, traveling for work



Conversation Summary: Housing Advocates

Staff interviewed community focused organizations including
Fourth Plain Forward, Council for the Homeless, and
Evergreen Habitat for Humanity

Converting existing housing stock into
short-term rentals removes long-term
housing options from the market

Overall, allowing short-term rentals will exacerbate the
affordable housing crisis

It’s important to put in place safeguards so our low-income
communities don’t get left behind.



Conversation Summary: Hotels and Tourism

Staff held an online small group conversation with hotel
industry and tourism professionals

Overall believe short-term rentals should be
beholden to the same regulations as hotels

Short-term rentals should be required

to have same inspections and regulations

as hotels, including those related to: occupational safety
(OSHA), fire and safety inspections, electrical, plumbing, ADA
compliance, and the state tourism office



Next Steps/Options

* Develop an immediate regulatory
response. Amend the code to allow
short-term rentals in residential zones
including implementing a permit
process.

* Maintain the status quo/begin
proactive code enforcement.
Additional resources likely needed.
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